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SUMMARY 

1) THE TRIAL OF JOHNNIE LOU MURPHY FOR THE MURDER OF MEMBER OF 
FORCES WAYNE WOODS OPENED ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29. AS THE TRIAL 
ENTRED ITS SECOND DAY EVERY MAJOR BERLIN PAPER CARRIED A 
STORY ON THE CASE. THE TRIAL HAS RECESSED UNTIL DECEMBER 3. 

END SUMMARY. 

2) MISSION GERMAN LEGAL ADVISOR AND ARMY OBSERVRRS ATTENDED 
TRILA NOVEMBER 29. OPENING SESSION GIVEN OVER TO MOTION BY 
DEFENSE ATTORNEY FOR DISMISSAL ON GROUNDS THAT COURT NOT 
COMPETENT TO TRY MRS. MURPHY AND THAT VERDICT OF GUILTY 

OF MURDER AND CONSPIRACY TO MURDER HANDED DOWN IN HUSBAND 
FLOYD MURPHY S COURT MARTIAL RENDERED IMPARTIAL TRIAL 
IMPOSSIBLE. THE COURT RECESSED FOR TWO HOURS TO CONSIDER 
MOTION WHICH WAS OVERRULED. AFTER THE COURT FULLY APPRISED 
HER OF HER RIGHTS UNDER GERMAN LAW, MRS. MURPHY MADE A LONG 
RAMBLING STATEMENT. ONE WITNESS, A FORMER NEIGHBOR OF 
MURPHYS WHO CAME FROM FORT HOOD TEXAS ALSO TESTIFIED. 

3) A CONSULAR OFFICER ALSO ATTENDED TRIAL NOVEMBER 30. 
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HER NEIGHBOR'S HUSBAND ALSO TOOK STAND. THEIR TESTIMONY 
WAS NOT TAKEN UNDER OATH. 

4) PRESS COVERAGE PLAYED UP SENSATIONAL ASPECTS OF CASE 
HEADLING FOR EXAMPLE , " FIRST LOVE. THEN DEATH, THE 
DEVILISH GAME WITH THE LOVER." MORGENPOST, PAPER WITH SECOND 
LARGEST DAILY CIRCULATION REPORTED THAT WITH THE AUTHORIZATION 
OF THE AMERICAN MISSION, BERLIN, MRS. MURPHY WAS THE FIRST 

WIFE OF AN AMERICAN SOLDIER STATIONED IN BERLIN TO BE TRIED 
BEFORE A GERMAN COURT. 

5) THE TRIAL RESUMES DECEMBER 3. 

6) COMMENT 

THE GERMAN LEGAL ADVISOR WAS IMPRESSED WITH PAINS COURT TOOK TO 
ACQUANT MRS. MURPHY WITH HER RIGHTS. MRS. MURPHY WAS CALM 
THROUGHOUT SECOND DAY OF TRIAL. COURT INTERPRETER EXTREMELY 
COMPETENT. A UNIFORMED CAPTAIN, OBSERVER FROM STAFF JUDGE 
ADVOCATE'S OFFICE HEIDELBERG WAS SEATED NEXT TO COURT REPORTER. 
GEORGE 
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